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There 1s a creature by the name of Minos that dwells in the 

second circle of Hell with the lustful. He is an angry demon 
who ts clenching his teeth, standing, and examining his next 
victim. When they approach they are required to qive their 

sins out Loud. Then, Minos will judge the sinner. He will 
wrap his Long tart around himself several times, each wrap 
coinciding with the the level of Hell they are damned to 


Historical Kocts: 
This creature first appeared in Greek. mythology as the son of 
Zeus. He was also king of Crete. Due to a dispute with 


Poseidon, Minos’s wife was unpreqnated by A magical bull 
and gave birth to the Minotaur. 


The Inferno: 


Canto V, Lines 4-6: There, dreadful Minos stands, Gnashing 
his teeth: examining the sins of those who enter, he judges and 
ASSLANS as his tasl entwines. 
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Description: 
The monstrosity known as Cerberus is found in the third he? 
circle. Thas three-headed, doq-like creature ravages this cold 
Land. His eyes glow red like fire. Each head has a black. 
qrensy beard around teeth filled mouths. These three mouths 
Feed tts Large protruding stomach. Its hands have claws which 
he uses to cut at the spirits that float near him. 


Historical Kocts: 

Cerberus was ust seen in poems by tomer As A “many headed 
doq” that quarded the qates of Hades. Its 1 ob was to keep the 
souls from leaving Hell. Hesoid 1s the one who coined the 
name Cerberus. He descriped it as Jifty-headed, with the tal 
of many serpents. The extra heads may be the heads of the 


serpents. 


The Inferno: 

Canto VI, Lines 13-18: Over the souls of those submerged 
beneath that mess, is an outlandish, vicious beast, his three 
throats barking, qoqlike: Cerberus. His eves Are bloodred; 
greasy, black his beard; his belly bulges, and his hands are 
claws; his talons tear and flay and rend the shades. 
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The sixth circle holds creatures that are called Furies, 
Erinves, or Gorgon. They Appear to be women, but have 
snakes for hair. They are so terrifying to look. at, their gaze 
can turn you to stone. They are mad, and tear at themselves 
in anger. The head Fury goes by the name of Medusa. 


Historical Kocts: 

Medusa is seen in Greek. myth as the daughter Phorcys and 
Ceto. Medusa decided to make love with Neptune in a 
sanctified temple. This angered Minerva who then turned her 
beau tiful locks of hair in to serpents. 


The Inferno: 

Canto IX, Lines 29-42 and 42-71: ... who had the limbs of 
women and their ways but wore, as girdles, snakes of the 
deepest qreen; small serpents and horned vipers formed their 
hairs, and these were used to bind their bestial temples. Each 
Fury tore her breast with taloned nails; each with her palms, 
beat on hersel if and wanted so Loud that I, in ear, drew near 
the poet. 
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Description: 

This creature 1s half man, half bull. Anger runs deep in this 
creature. The bottom half and head is cow-like and the body 
and arms are that of a strong man. When tempted he qoes 
berserk like an Angry bull, biting himself and thrashing 
around. 


Historical Kocts: 

The Minotaur was fist seen in Greek. mythology. Minos, the 
future king of Crete made a deal with Poseidon to have any 
wish granted, so Long as he sacrificed the white bull that 
would emerge from the sen. The bull emerged but it was so 
beautiful Minos decided to keep it, and sacrifice a normal 
bull instead. This angered Poseidon who made Minos’ wife 
Fatt in love with the bull. Pasiphne became impregnated by 
the bull, and qave birth to the Minotaur. 


The Inferno: 
Canto XII, Lines 12-15: ... there lay outstretched the infamy 
of Crete, conceived within the counterfeited cow; and 
catching sight of us, he bit himself like one whom fu ry 
devastates within. 
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These creatures fly around in the seventh circle, making = 
nests on the tortured souls who were turned in to trees. The 
harpy has the face and neck of ahuman, but the rest of their 
body is Like a bird. They have Large stomachs covered in 
feathers, qreat stretched wins, and sharp talons on their 


feet: 


Historical Kocts: 
Harpies, previously known as HArpyiM, Were the spirits of 
unexpected qusts of wind. These creatures were sent by Zeus 


like dogs to retrieve people and obj ects from earth. 


The Inferno: 
Canto XIII, Lines 1-15: Their wings are wide, their necks and 


aces human; thetr feet are taloned, thetr qreat bellies 
feathered; they utter their laments on the strange trees 
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Description: 

Geryon 1s the manifestation of fraud. The creature 1s putrid 
smelling. tHe has a Face of anormal man, buta body of a 
snake. On has body are deep colors and designs. te has legs like 
a beast covered in hair, with sharp talons for claws. His tail 

MIMICS A Scorpion ’S, ending in W pomt. 


Historical Kocts: 
Geryon was first seen in Greek. mythology as a giant who had 
four bodies, and stayed on an istand known as Erytheia. 
Dante took. the individual bodies and combined them into a 


single creature. 


The Inferno: 
Canto XVII, Lines 10-17 and Z5-Z7: The face he wore was that 
of aust man, sp gracious was his features/ outer semblance; 
and his trunk, the body of A serpent; he had two paws, with 
hair up to his armpits; his back and chest as well as both of 

his flanks had been adorned with twining knots and 
circlets. ... And all his tart was quivering in the void while 
twisting upward its envenomed fork, which had a tip just 
like a scorpion's. 
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Description: 
This demon is barbarous, relentless, has grappling hooks, and 
tortures sinners by poking them with a hundred prongs or 
more. The Melebranche are menacing demons 
who lie, and follow a hierarchy of status. 


Historical Kocts: 

Melebranche (Evil Claws in Italian) The demon Malacoda 
assigns a team of ten demons to Lead Dante and Virgil over 
the bridge to the newt Laver of Hell. The demons quard the 

Bulgin five of the eighth circle. The duty of these monsters is 
to keep corrupt politicians submerged under a lake of tar. 


The Inferno: 

Canto XXIV, Lines 3Z, 46, and 101-10Z: Ah, he was su rely 
barbarous to see! How relentless his acts seemed to me... The 
sinner plunged, then surfaced, black with pitch. ... And 
Shalt I give it to him on the rump? and all of them replied 
“yes, Let him have it” 
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Description: ~ 
Winged, flying demon with talons who is a member of the 
Melebranche. tte stops sinners from escaping, from the pit of 
tar. When Dante and Virgil try to spenk. with the sinners, 


Alchino and Catcabrinn become entangled and fatt into the 
black. pitch. 


Historical Kocts: 

Atichino is one of the members of the Melebranche who's main 
obj ective ts to quard Bolgia five in the etghth circle. The 
name Atichino 1s similar to the world harlequin when 

translated from Italian. 


The Inferno: 
Canto XXIV, Lines 70-73, and 150: “We've been to patient!” 
and, with his grapple, grabbed him by the arm and ripping, 


carried off A hunk. of flesh. ... They stretched their grappling 
hooks 
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Description: ns 
Cacus is a centaur, he ishalf man, and half horse. He is full 


of anger, and bitter. The Centaur lives in the seventh pou ch 
of the Eight circle where thieves are punished. 


Historical Kocts: 

The centaur is a mythological character ‘from the Roman 
pantheon. It was a creature who lived in a cave on Mount 
Arventine in Rome, and was killed by Hercules, from whom 
he stole cattle. This reference is from the Aeneid. The name 

Cacus 15 derived from A dragon stain by Hercules that 15 a 
multi-headed dragon, that breathes fire. Cacus consumed 

human flesh, and terrified his neighbors. 


The Inferno: 
Canto XXV, Lines 18-20: “Where is he, where is that bitter 
one?” “I do not think Maremma has the number of snakes 
that Centaur carried on his haunch... 
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Description: ns 
The serpent has six Limbs, witch it uses to consume it’s prey, 
sinners. Once eaten by the serpent the sinners are transformed. 
In the eighth circle in the seventh pouch thieves are punished 
by having their identities stolen from them, just as in life 
they stole from others. Change is the theme of Canto XXV. 
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Historical Kocts: 
There is no direct historical re-occurrence of this concept, 
except in Dante's work. The symbol of a serpent is associated 
with unethical behavior. 


The Inferno: 
Canto XXV, Lines 106-108, and 126-126: The legs and then the 
thighs along with them so fastened to each other that the 
juncture soon left no sign that was discerniple. ... The soul 
had become an animal, now hissing, hurried off along the 
valley. 
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Description: 

Punished those who divided the church, government, or the 
Jamaly. Uses a sword to relentlessly mangle the bodies of the 
sinners. After finally healing from their devastating 
lacerations, the sinners are sliced down the middle 
relentlessly for eternity. 


Historical Kocts: 

The demon's sole purpose ts to violently cut sinners wide open 
from the chest down. The sinners being punished in the eight 
circle, ninth pouch, are those who sow scandal and schism. 
Essentially people who were divisive were punished here. 
Mohamed is punished first for dividing the Christian church. 
Then sowers of discord in political affairs, and the worst being 
people who broke down families. 


The Inferno: 

Canto XVIII, Lines ZZ-L4, and 1Z1-1ZZ: No barrel, even 
though its lost a hoop or end-piece » Ver qapes AS one whom I 
saw ripped right from has chan to where we fart .. It carried by 
the hair tts severed head, witch swayed within it’s hand just 

like a lantern 
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Description: 
Dis, also known as Lu cifer ISA out creature with his bottom 
half frozen in ice. He has three heads, attached at the crown. 
The middle head 1s red and horrifying to Look. at. He has qreat 
wings like a bat, bigger than the Largest sails of a ship. In 
each mouth he chewes a sinner, Judas, Brutus, and Cassius. 


Historical Kocts: 

The idea of a devil, or the opposition to A god, goes back as far 
as ancient Mesopotamia. In the Zoroastrianism religion, the 
devil known as Ahriman was the god of chaos, or the dark. 
and evil one. 


The Inferno: 

Canto XXXIV, Lines 28-21, 29-42, and 46-48: The emperor of 
the despondent kingdom so towered — from midchest — above 
the ice, ... he had three faces: one-in front-bloodred; and then 
another two that, y ust above the midpoint of each shoulder, 
J oined the pists and at the crown, alt three were reattached; 
... Beneath each face of his, two wings spread out, as broad as 
suited so immense a bird: I've never seen a ship with sails so 
wide. 


ie RS 


DO OQ) 
OS / Works Cited V4 
Atsma, Aaron. Theoi Greek Mythology. The Theoi Project : Greek CO 
Mythology, 2011. Web. 18 Jul. 2011. 
Pantheon.org. Encyclopedia Mythica, 2008. Web. 18 Jul. 2011. 


“The History of the Devil.” Atheist Movies. Blogspot, 7 May 2009. 


Web. 18 Jul. 2011. 


